
SOCIAL PHARMACY, SOLO EXHIBIT: JODY WOOD  

 

SOCIAL PHARMACY (2021-22)  
Participative installation in multiple locations, Sweden and United States 

Social Pharmacy (Folkets Apotek) is a site-specific exchange of health remedies. The work presents individual 
health as a collaborative performance scripted and enacted by strangers living in proximity of one another, 
moving an individualistic behavior of self-care into a relational gesture of community care. Participants are co-
authors; they are invited to share their own recipe for a health regiment, and in exchange, take away a commu-
nity member’s remedy for emotional, mental, or physical health. The project becomes a dynamic living library 
of people who comprise a specific locale, in the present and in generations past. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Social Pharmacy, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 
 

The Social Pharmacy moves beyond a focus on a marginalized segment of population to speak to the 
dependency and vulnerability that consistently marks every human life. Our vulnerability arises as a result of the 
fact that every individual body can and will become ill, be injured or find itself otherwise in need of healing. This 
reality necessitates that we will be dependent on social institutions and relationships throughout our lives. Such 
a universal perspective, which begins with recognizing the fragility of the body, seems particularly appropriate 
in this pandemic era. 

 – Martha Albertson Fineman 

 
 



SOCIAL PHARMACY (2021-2022)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Pharmacy, Installation view in Simpnäs, Sweden, 2021, Supported by Skövde Art Museum and AiR BKN. 
 

Dried leaves from blueberries and birch against diabetes. Renfana for troublesome insects. 
These are some of the home remedies in "Folkets apotek", a shimmering cure house placed 
a stone's throw from the water in Simpnäs. Jody Wood lives in Brooklyn, New York, and 
works extensively with themes around society and health. What is the goal of the project? 
Jody Wood describes it as putting something in motion and creating processes that continue 
on. The home remedies are part of a larger health issue. It's a way to share knowledge; it be-
comes an infrastructure that gets people to share care with each other. 

- Margaretha Levin Blekastad for Norrtälje Tidning Paper 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: NEW JERSEY (2021) 
Site-specific participative installation in collaboration with Elijah’s Promise, New Brunswick, NJ 

 
Social Pharmacy began as a collaboration with Elijah’s Promise, an agency working to alleviate food 
insecurity and homelessness in New Brunswick, NJ. As their artist-in-residence, I explored vaccine 
hesitancy as per the agency’s request. New Brunswick is dubbed ‘Healthcare City’ because of its many 
nationally recognized hospitals, pharmaceutical corporations, and internationally recognized medical 
research facilities. It also had the lowest vaccination rate of any city in New Jersey during 2021 and a 
35% poverty rate. Social Pharmacy: New Jersey establishes a mutual aid system of home remedy 
exchanges taking place at the food distribution center of Elijah’s Promise. Recipes collected from 
constituents were turned into consumable objects and returned to the community. As the artist 
activated the pharmacy, it also became a hub for community members to exchange knowledge and 
advice with one another.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Pharmacy: New Jersey, Performance Still, Elijah’s Promise Food Distribution Center, New Brunswick, NJ, 2021 
 

 
Social Pharmacy helps us imagine what sharing care could look like while prompting 
questions about mutual aid brought to the forefront by the pandemic. How might we create 
systems of health that operate on the free exchange of knowledge and service versus 
prevailing models of care for cash? When healthcare systems fail us and we must care for 
ourselves, what do we have to offer each other? Can capitalism and care coexist?  

- Nicole J. Caruth, Independent Curator and Writer 

 

 

 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: NEW JERSEY, GALLERY INSTALLATION (2022) 
Wood, acrylic paint. Size variable 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Pharmacy: New Jersey, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 
 



AGAINST MEDICAL ADVICE (2022) 
Live Performance 35:00 and 2-channel video 8:40 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/arsqm35kqt4g8bj/AAAkO516droCFWmKnFFJp8H9a?dl=0 

Against Medical Advice collected oral histories from patients with Medicaid and without health 
insurance who were constituents of Elijah’s Promise in New Brunswick, NJ. We worked with actors to 
devise personal narratives for live performance for an audience of community members and health 
care advocates. The project explores the tension between the illusion of the abundance of medical 
care with experiences of accessing care and the realities of poverty. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Against Medical Advice, Installation View, Norrtälje Konsthall, 2022 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: ESSAY EXCERPT  
“We’ve Always Had Our Ways” by Nicole J. Caruth, independent curator and writer 

Published by Skövde Art Museum for artist monograph, 2022 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Pharmacy, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: ESSAY EXCERPT  
“The Social Pharmacy” by Martha Fineman, legal theorist and author of The Autonomy Myth 

Published by Skövde Art Museum for artist monograph, 2022 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist monograph (left), Social Pharmacy: Portrait Series, Inkjet Print, 2021 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: NYC (2022) 
Interactive installation at Whitebox Gallery, NYC  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Social Pharmacy, Installation view at Whitebox Gallery, NYC, 2022 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Visitors browse inside window installation of Social Pharmacy at Whitebox Gallery, NYC, 2022 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: PORTRAITS (2022)  
Inkjet Prints - 27” x 40” 

Series of 8 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Pharmacy: Portraits, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Social Pharmacy: Portraits, Installation View, Norrtälje Konsthall, Sweden, 2022 
 

 

 

 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: FIRST AID KIT (2022)  
Participative Installation, Skövde Culture Center and City Hall, Skövde Sweden 

Steel, enamel - 18” x 22” 
First Aid Kit is a site-specific exchange of health remedies installed in public municipal buildings. The work 
presents a non-hierarchical model of exchange in contrast to top-down service provision. The work is presented 
as an architectural fixture, alongside other emergency care equipment such as the fire hydrant and defibrillator.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First Aid Kit, Installation View, Skövde Culture Center, Sweden, 2022 

 

 

 



TAXONOMIES OF CARE (2022)  
Installation: Plexiglas, acrylic paint, paper – size variable 

 
This series of data portraits depicts power flows and organizational dynamics of hospital systems 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taxonomies of Care, Installation View, Skövde Art Museum, Sweden, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taxonomies of Care, Installation View, Norrtälje Konsthall, Sweden, 2022 
 



SOCIAL PHARMACY: STUDENT WORKSHOP (Spring, 2022) 
MFA students at Sam Houston State University, Huntsville TX 

I designed curriculum around Social Pharmacy and led MFA students through a socially engaged 
process to design and implement their own iteration of Social Pharmacy for their local community. 
Students visited with local health leaders inside and outside traditional medicine and partnered with a 
senior center and public library to collect and disseminate home remedies in Huntsville, TX. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traveling Social Pharmacy led by MFA students in collaboration with Jody Wood in Huntsville, TX 



 

SOCIAL PHARMACY – Presentations & Exhibits 

 

Solo Exhibitions:  Skövde Art Museum, Skövde, Sweden (April 14 - Sept 11, 2022) 
   Whitebox Gallery, Front Window, NYC (July 20 - 27, 2022) 
   Norrtälje Konsthall, Norrtälje, Sweden (Oct 8 - Nov 26, 2022)  (Career Survey). 
 
Artist Monograph:  Jody Wood with essays by curator Nicole J. Caruth and feminist legal   
   scholar Martha Albertson Fineman, published by Skövde Art Museum  
 
Public Talks:  Collectivizing Action: Art, Health, and the Responsive State, Panel   

 discussion with artist Jody Wood and legal scholars Martha Albertson   
 Fineman at Emory University, Titti Mattsson, Ulrika Andersson at Lund   
 University, hosted by Skövde Art Museum, Sweden (9/9/22)  
Archived Link: https://vimeo.com/751766294. 

 Creative Showcase: Social Pharmacy, 18th International Conference on the Arts 
in Society, New Aesthetic Expressions: The Social Role of Art, Jagiellonian 
University, Krakow, Poland (scheduled for July 2023) 

 
Workshops: Children’s Pharmacy Workshop (summer program in conjunction with Social 

Pharmacy exhibit), Norrtälje Konsthall and Museum, Sweden 
 Collaborative Seminar: Social Pharmacy, MFA in Art & Social Practice, Sam 

Houston State University 
   

Press  Hon delar med sigav sina bästa huskurer (She shares her best home remedies), 
Norrtälje Tidning Paper, written by Margaretha Levin Blekastad. 6/28/21 (arts 
feature). 

 
A Social Art Project Brings Healthcare Exchange to Huntsville,    

 Glasstire, written by Jessica Fuentes, 4/1/22 
 
Jody Wood bjuder in till Folkets apotek: “Som ett bibliotek av människor” (Jody 
Wood invites you to Social Pharmacy: “It is like a library of people”), Skaraborgs  
Allehanda Daily Paper, written by Amelie Länsberg Rylander, 4/12/22 
 
Huskurer till USA från Björkö , Social Pharmacy featured in Norrtälje Tidning Pa-
per, written by Margaretha Levin Blekastad. 6/28/21 (cover story). 
 
The Social Pharmacy, written by Martha Fineman, featured by Emory University, 
The Vulnerability and Human Condition Initiative. 6/15/22 

 
 
  

 
 


